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Ancient Greek Drama: “Influences & Contemporary Approaches”
Wanderings of Odysseus
(based on Homer’s Odyssey)

In collaboration with the
Stanford Summer Theater (SST) of Stanford University
Seminar – Workshops – Performances

Biographies [Instructors | Production Members | Cast]
Maurice Pate (Rush) Rehm
Professor, Founder & Artistic Director of Stanford Summer Theater (SST), Director
 
Founder and Artistic Director of Stanford Summer Theater (SST), Rush Rehm received his BA from Princeton University, his MA in Classical Studies from Melbourne University, and his PhD in Drama from Stanford University. Rush has directed many SST productions, including Aristophanes’ Lysistrata (adapted by Amy Freed), Friel’s Faith Healer, Sophocles’ Electra, Euripides’ Electra, Aeschylus’ Libation Bearers, Homer’s Wanderings of Odysseus (adapted by Oliver Taplin), and Frayn’s Copenhagen. He has appeared as an actor in SST productions of Uncle Vanya (Astrov), The Lesson (Lecturer), Waiting for Godot (Pozzo), Biedermann and the Firebugs (Biedermann), The Lover (Man/Max), Les Blancs (Charles Morris), and Old Times (Deeley). Rush has worked as an actor or director at many regional theaters, including the Magic Theater (San Francisco), TheatreWorks (Silicon Valley), Alliance Theater and Seven Stages (Atlanta), Guthrie Theater (Minneapolis), Center Theater Group (Los Angeles), and Arena Stage (Washington, D.C.). Author of several books on Greek tragedy, he is Professor of Drama and Classics at Stanford. 
Katerina Zacharia
Professor, Coordinator of the program Ancient Drama: “Influences & Contemporary Approaches in the U.S.A. for 2012
 
She is a Professor of Classics at Loyola Marymount University, Los Angeles. She received her B.A. degree in Psychology and Philosophy from the University of Athens, and her M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in Classics from University College London. Her main interests and publications are in Greek drama; Greek ethnicity; Greek cinema; classical reception; visual culture; tourism and heritage studies. She is the author of Converging Truths: Euripides’ Ion and the Athenian Quest for Self-Definition (Leiden: Brill 2003), and editor and major contributor for Hellenisms: Culture, Identity and Ethnicity from Antiquity to Modernity (Aldershot: Ashgate Variorum 2008).  In 2010-11, she received two consecutive Research Fellowships, the first by the Initiative for Heritage Conservancy, and the second, an Onassis Senior Foreign Fellowship, for her work on Greek tourism in the interwar period and spent a year in Athens. Prof. Zacharia is an experienced organizer of theatrical performances and workshops, artistic events, and film retrospectives.
Paul Baird
Actor
 
Paul Baird is an actor, writer, dancer, and musician. He has a Bachelor of Fine Art in Acting from University of California Santa Barbara. His favorite productions include Cabaret (Emcee), The Dark Season (Macbeth), Much Ado About Nothing (Balthazar, Accordionist), The Tempest (Caliban), Les Miserable (Enjolras), and Camelot (Lancelot). Original works include his award winning co-written play Ni Una Más (Voice 6) and two autobiographical solo-shows, My Brother’s Keeper and The White Knuckle Driver (in which he plays over forty characters). Films include Spacing, My Night with Cunannan, and EBX-2087. 
Jeffrey Bihr
Professor, Actor
 
He has worked as an actor, director, composer and educator for the last 30 years. Jeffrey was a company member for seven seasons at Berkeley Repertory Theater and is a member of the International Acting Company of Tadashi Suzuki, performing with the company since 1987. He was a founding member of SITI Company. Jeffrey is currently a faculty member at Stanford University where he teaches acting, Shakespeare and movement. His directing credits include a series of plays, while he has composed numerous play and film scores. He served as core faculty at the American Conservatory Theater MFA program for 6 years, and taught at Saratoga International Theater Institute, Drama Studio London, and Academy de Turk. Jeffrey has won numerous awards including Bay Area Critics Circle and Dramalogue awards for acting and directing and CINDY award for film composition.
Jacob Boehm
Lighting Designer
 
He has worked on lighting for over 30 productions including dance, plays, operas, musicals, concerts, and fashion shows, although he recently graduated from Stanford University with a degree in music. ‪Most recently he designed the musicals CITY OF ANGELS and THE COLOR PURPLE, as well as the Stanford Summer Theater Festival. ‬
Taylor Brady
Musician/ percussions
He has been writing and playing music for a decade. In addition to works with the Stanford Drama Department, he has played music with the Stanford Dance Division and various ensembles, including his band Finding Jupiter.  In his hometown, he played with the Tucson Balalaika Orchestra, Dambe Project West African Drum Ensemble, and Rincon/University High Winds which performed in Carnegie Hall.
Angela M. Farr Schiller
Actress
 
She is a Ph.D. candidate in Drama at Stanford University. She received her B.A. in Theatre from the University of California, Santa Cruz, where she completed her final year of study at the University of Cape Town, South Africa. She received her Master’s Degree in Social and Cultural Analysis with an emphasis in Africana Studies from New York University. She has worked with the Tony Award winning La Jolla Playhouse and Old Globe Theatre in San Diego. In addition, she has performed with the Emmy Award winning Kaiser Permanente Educational Theatre Programs and as a principle dancer with the National Dance Company of Ghana. She appeared as Helen in Stanford Summer Theatre’s Omeros. Recently, she co-wrote and co-directed, The Knot, a multi-media performance piece about the African Diaspora that Stanford produced as part of its 2010-2011 main stage season.
Katharine Hawthorne
Choreographer
 
She is a San Francisco based choreographer and dance artist. She currently performs with Hope Mohr Dance and Liss Fain Dance and has previously appeared with Ledges and Bones, Robert Moses' KIN, and James Sewell Ballet, among others. This is her third season choreographing for Stanford Summer Theater. Her work has been presented extensively in the San Francisco Bay Area, in Chicago at High Concept Laboratories, in Minneapolis at SooVAC, in New York at the DUMBO Dance Festival, and internationally at the International Computer Music Conference. Katharine holds a B.S. in Physics and Dance, with honors, from Stanford University.
 
Logan Hehn
Assistant Stage Manager
 
He recently graduated from Stanford University with a degree in drama, beginning his professional career in stage management. Notable stage management credits include three seasons with Stanford Summer Theatre Festival, the U.S. West Coast Premiere of Carl Djerassi’s Taboos, Stanford Drama’s productions of Rent and Major Barbara, and dance/movement pieces including Voguette, his own equine performance project, and the Chocolate Heads Movement Group. 
Brendon Martin
Stage Manager
 
He is a rising senior at Stanford University. A native of Chicago, Brendon has been working in theater since he was in grade school. He currently majors in directing and stage management, and has received training in programs at Stanford, UCLA, and Northwestern. Brendon also has worked with the Public Theater in New York, The Steppenwolf in Chicago, and currently serves as assistant publicist for Stanford Drama.
Ariel Mazel-​Gee
Actress
 
Ariel Mazel-Gee is a senior at Stanford University majoring in Ethnic Studies and Drama. She has been involved in acting and producing theater as a core member of the Stanford Theater Activist Mobilization Project (STAMP) and an active member of the Ram's Head Theatrical Society, as well as a founding member of SHIFT Theatre in Berkeley. A veteran of two Stanford Summer Theater seasons, Ariel appeared in SST’s production of Sophocles’ Electra and also in Wanderings of Odysseus. She has studied acting and singing at the Berkeley Repertory School of Theater, California State Summer School for the Arts, Northwestern University, Youth Musical Theater Company, and with Jennifer Palmer Boesing. 
Peter Ruocco
Professor, Actor
 
He has worked as an actor, director and theatre educator throughout the United States. His recent SF Bay Area acting work includes Marin Theatre Company’s Seagull, Mary Stuart at Shotgun Players etc. His film and TV work includes You, Me and Dupree, Lost, Trauma, and the PBS documentary Jack Hall. Peter has taught at the University of Hawaii and the University of Southeast Alaska. In New York he served as Director of Education for The American Place Theatre’s Literature to Life project. At Out North Art House in Alaska he taught and directed for their ON STAGE youth theatre program. He holds an MFA in Theatre Directing from the University of Hawaii and a BA in Theatre from the University of Alaska.
 
Connie Strayer
Costume Designer
 
She has designed for theatre, dance, opera and fashion. Some of her recent costume design credits include participations with the Opera San Jose, the TheatreWorks and the West Bay Opera.  As a textile artist, she has worked on numerous projects for the San Francisco Ballet such as The Firebird, Classical Symphony and Reflections (Yurie Possokhov choreographer); Fifth Season and Chi Lin (Helgi Tomasson choreographer) and Carnival of Animals (Alexei Ratmansky choreographer). Other textile work includes Martin Guerre at the Guthrie Theater, Lambarena at the Singapore Dance Company, and various projects for Alonzo King Lines Ballet, Smuin Ballet, and numerous Bay Area theatres. She is a Lecturer in Design at Stanford University and is a member of United Scenic Artists of America
 
Courtney Walsh
Actress
 
She studied acting at Yale University, where she earned a B.A. in Theater Studies and appeared in numerous plays in USA as well as Europe (since 2006 with SST as well) as well as in cinema and TV productions. In Los Angeles she continued her work on stage, film and television, from the Los Angeles Theater Center to L.A. Law (NBC). She took an extended hiatus from acting to earn a law degree, representing children in child abuse cases. Returning to the stage in 2006, Courtney joined the professional acting company of Stanford Summer Theater (SST), where she has performed in nine productions. She teaches a drama course at Stanford University and a workshop on Classical Acting at Trinity University.
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